
COMMONWERLTE OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

In the Matter of: 

KENTUCKY UTILITIES COMPANY 

CASE NO. 
90-172 

1 
1 
1 

ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY 1 
WITE COMMISSION REGULATIONS 1 

ORDER TO SEOW CAUSE 

Kentucky Utilities Company ("KU"), which engages in the 

distribution of electricity to the public, for compensation, for 

light, heat, power, and other uses, is a utility under the 

Commission's jurisdiction. 

KRS 278.280(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and 

regulations for the performance of services by utilities. 

Pursuant to this statutory directive, the Commission promulgated 

Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5:006, Section 24, which requires a 

utility to submit to the Commission a summary written report of 

any utility-related accident which results in death or serious 

injury. This report must be submitted within 7 days of the 

accident. 

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an 

Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report dated May 15, 

1990, attached hereto as Appendix A, which alleges: 

1. On April 5, 1990, Jimmy Ernst was seriously injured in 

Georgetown, Kentucky, while transferring a three phase 2400-volt 

line to a new utility pole. 



2. KU submitted a summary written report of this accident 

to the Commission on April 20, 1990. 

3. KO violated Commission Regulation 807 RAR 5:006, Section 

24, by failing to submit a summary written report of this accident 

within 7 days of the accident's occurrence. 

WHEREFORE, the Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS 

that: 

1. KU shall submit to the Commission within 20 days of the 

date of this Order a written response to the allegations contained 

in the Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report attached 

hereto as Exhibit A. 

2. KU shall appear on September 6,  1990 at 1:00 p.m., 

Eastern Daylight Time, in Eearing Room No. 1 of the Commission's 

offices at 730 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky, for the 

purposes of presenting evidence concerning the incident which is 

the subject of the Electrical Utility Accident Investigation 

Report, specifically the alleged violation of Commission 

Regulation 807 KAR 5 : 0 0 6 ,  Section 24, and of showing cause, if any 

it can, why it should not be subjected to the penalties of KRS 

278.990 for its alleged failure to comply with Commission 

Regulations. 

3. The Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report 

dated May 15, 1990 is hereby made a part of the record of this 

case. 
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Done a t  Frankfort, Kentucky, t h i s  2% day of June. 1990. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION - 

7 

ATTEST: 



ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 

DATE OF THIS REWRT 5/15/90 SUEllITTBD BY Elie El-Rouaiheb 

"8 OF UTILITY Kentucky Utilities Company 

ACCIDEMT REPORTED BY Brian Dickey 

DATE L T I M  UTILITY L m  OF ACCIDENT 4/5/90 11:OO A.M. 

DATE i T I M  ACCIDENT REPORTBD 4/5/90 11:20 A.M. 

DATE AND TINE A C C I D M  OCc(IRRED 4/5/90 1 O : O o  A.M. 

DATE OF ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION 4/5/90 

DATE SUWURY WRITTEN REPORT WAS RECEIVED F" UTILITY 4/20/90 I Ca1- 

lad KU on 4/16/90 and talked to Mr. Carl Wise. I informed him that 

the Commiasion hadn't received KU's aummary written report. 
-. 

PERSONS ASSISTING IN TBE INVESTIGATION Charley Stanley and Brian 

Dickey of Kentucky Utilities Company. 

NAME OF VICTIN(S) 1. Jimmy Ernst SEX M AGE 30 

FATAL NO "E OF EHPUIYER: Davie H. Elliot CO. 

INJURIES Flash burne to face and neck. 

2. SEX AGE - 
FATAL NAllE OF EHPLOYER: 
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ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION (Continued) 

LOCATION OF ACCIDENT SITE Intersection of Court Street and Court 

Alley, Georgetown, Kentucky. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDENT Mr. Ernst was in the process of installing 

jumpers to connect two three phase primary 2,400 Volt5 power lines 

that ended on a nrr deadend ansle pole. However, the seuuence of the 

phases ( A ,  B, C) on the left didn't correspond to the sequence on the 

right. Mr. Ernst installed the jumper cable between the top DhaSe 

on the left and the top phase on the right side resultinq in contact 

between phase A and phase B which started an arc. Hr. Ernst was 

wearing protective rubber gloves and sleeves at the time of the acci- 

dent. 

SOURCE OF INFORMATION James Vinson Meadows of Davis H. Eliiot Co., 

Charley Stanley of Kentucky Utilities Company, Kentucky Utilities 

Company Summary Written Report, and an onsite investigation. 

PROBABLE VIOLATIONS OF COllllIS8ION REGOLATIONS The Summary Written 

Report was received 14 days after the accident occurred. Therefore 

Kentucky Utilities is in probable violation of 807 K A R  5:006, Section 

24: which requires that a Summary Written Report be filed within seven 

days. Kentucky Utilities Company's three phase line and a service 

drop at different point of the span were found to be in probable vio- 

lation of 807 KA R  5:04l, Section 3(1) for not having the clearances 

required by N.E.S.C. 

-ATIONS Due to Kentucky Utilities Company's probable violation 

of 807 KAR 5:006, Section 24, it is recommended that the Commission 

consider action in accordance with KRS 278.990. As of the low clear- 

ance, it is recommended that Kentucky Utilities take corrective action 

immediately to correct the low clearances found beyond the accident 
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W#XUENMTIONS (Continued) 

site. It is further recommended that Kentucky Utilities Commny fur- 

nish documentation of work done to this Commission am moon an work 
is completed. 

CORRECTIVE ACTION Corrective action har been recommended. 
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ninimum Allowed 
As Weasured by NESC 

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT 
A 30' - 7"  

Phase conductor to ground B 35' - 11" 
elevation: C 32' - 1" 20' 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: 28' - 9" 18' 

Secondary conductor to 
ground elevation: 21' - 9" 18' 

A 15' - 9" 
B 12' - 9" 

Phase conductor to structure: C 9' - 7" 10' 

Neutral conductor to structure: 6' '3 1 

Secondary conductor to 
structure: 3' - 5"  10' 

B. AT LOWEBT POINT OF SPAN 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevation: N/A N/A 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: N/A N/A 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevation: N/A N/A 

c. SPAN LENGTH 1219 

Date the line or facilities were constructed: 4/5/90 

Utility: Kentucky Utilities Company 

Date: Revisited site and took the above measurements 5 / 1 / 9 0 .  

Time 9:00 A.M. Approximate temperature: 50 Degrees F 

Measurements made by: Kentucky Utilities Company Personnel 

Submitted by: &e&--. 
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The measurements below are horizontal and vertical meaaure- 

ments taken at locationa where the power liner seem to be close to 

the building. The measuremanta were taken atarting from the 

accident site going away toward Hain Street. 

AS EIGASIJRED MININUN ALLOWED 
BY NESC 

Vertical Horizontal Vertical Eorizontal 

Phase Conductor to A 16" N/A 
Red Brick Building B 13'-3" N/A 

C 9'-2" N/A 

Secondary Conductor N/A 51-9" N/A 3 '  

Building e, 

Neutral Conductor to N/A 5'-9'' N/A 3 '  
Red Brick Building 

Communications Con- N/A 4'-6 1/2" N/A 3' 
ductor to Window 

Service Drop N/A 1 1-91' N/A 3 '  
Conductor to Window 

Phase Conductor To A 9'-11" N/A 10' N/A 
Brick Building B 7'-11'' N/A 10' N/A 

C 4 ' 4  1/2" N/A 10' N/A 

Phase Conductor to C 4'-1" N/A 0 '  N/A 
Chimney 

Phase Conductor to A 5'-6" 5 I -in 10' 5' 
Structure B 8'-10" 8' -5" 10' 5 '  
(corner of Main and C 3l-6" 2'-8" 10' 5 '  
Court Street) 

to Red Brick 



KENTUCKY UTILITIES COMPANY 
ON O U I L r n  SlReET 

LEXINOTON. KENTUCKY 
a507 

~ELEWONC wnwirn 

Apr l l  19, 1990 

Mr. E l i  El-Roualheb 
Publlc Service Comnission 
P.O. Box 615 
Frankfort, KY 40602 

Dear E l i :  

RE: JIMMY ERNST, EMPLOYEE OF DAVIS  H. ELLIOTT CO. 
FLASH BURNS TO FACE & NECK 
DIA :  4/5/90 

... 

Enclosed i s  a copy o f  our Public Accldent Report on the above refer -  
enced claim. 

Yours very t ru l y ,  

C a r l  R. Wise 
Claims Representative 

CRW/ss 
Enc 1 o sure 



PERSON 
INJURED 

PUBLIC 
PROPCRTY 
DAYAGCD 

ACCIDENT 

4'lTXESSCS 
OK 

PLRIOWS 
PRESENT 

m e c h a n i c a l  1 ' u m p e r s .  This w a s  a pol  e y i e h s r f i c a l  cons!.ggction. The 

t o p  p h a s e  on t h e  l e f t  s i d e  was jumpered  t o  t h e  m i d d l e  p h a s e  o n  t h e  

r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  p o l e .  When t h e  p e r m a n e n t  j umper  v a s  -- i n s t a l l e d .  

Jimmy forgot a n d  went  trom t h e  c o p  ,pb.ase on t h e  l-?& s i d e  t o  t h e  

t o p  p h a s e  on t h o  r i g h t  .$,&de caus*g  a - p h a s e  - -  --. t o _ e h a r e  -. --.... c o n t a c t .  -- 



ATTACHXENT B 

.. 



one-party telephone service within specified time frames, but this 

was not done. 

Contel has responded to some of these complaints either 

directly or through the Commission on an informal complaint 

basis. However, Contel's responses have not satisfied the 

complainants. The Commission believes that more explanatory 

responses should be provided to Contel's ratepayers. 

The Commission is concerned about Contel's ratepayer 

complaints and problems and seeks a reasonable solution. The 

Commission is also aware of the costs associated with upgrading 

Contel's system. Therefore, the Commission, on its own motion, 

establishes this proceeding in order to fully investigate the 

situation. 

IT IS TREREFORE ORDERED that within 30 days from the date of 

this Order Contel shall provide the following: 

1. A detailed description of all of its deferred 

construction plans, which directly or indirectly affect the 

provision of one-party telephone service, si nce 

1986. Furthermore, Contel shall thoroughly explain the reasons 

for the deferral of these plans. 

2. A complete schedule of its current plans regarding 

upgrading its system in order to provide one-party telephone 

service to all its ratepayers and to eliminate mileage charges. 

3. Responses to the concerns mentioned in complaints which 

have been enumerated in this Order. Copies of these complaints 

are attached hereto and incorporated herein as Exhibit 1. 
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Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, this 22nd day of J w ,  1990. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

)Juri 
ommissioner 

ATTEST: 
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November 18, 1989 

Mr George Edward Overbey, Chairman 
Kentucky Public Service Comiseion 
e0 Box 615 
Frrtnkfort, Lentucky 40602 

ElC ovurlray, 

would have pr ivate  telephone lines t o  each customer throughout the county 
a t  a f a i r  and reasonable charge. 

rural  areae of the county i t  ie coat  prohibitive t o  m y  of W m n  
countians. 
throughout Edmonson County a t  a reaaonable chsrge. 

went elsewhere? Nil1 you a s s i e t  ue wi th  your influence ae chairman of the 
public aervice corniselon t o  help Edmonllon County t o  have private telephone 

Having private telephone l i n e s  is important for 80 many reaaons. 
 tie niost important reason could mean l i f e  or death when quick access to a 
telephone l ine is needed under emergency conditione when a ambulance, law 
enforcement o r  f i r e  department le needed. 

Thank you for your time and concern. 

For the pest several  years I have heard that we in ISdmoneon County, 

Today i f  we want a private telephone line i n  our homee out in the 

I fee l  l i ke  i t  Le paet due that va have privata phone l inea 

Have we been due privata telephone lines i n  Edmonaon County and they 

linea throughout the county at  a reasonable charge? . .  

Please t r y  t o  help us! 

Benton A Cowlea 

CC: Contel of Kentucky, Inc 
719 North Main Street  
London. Kentucky 40741 

EXHIBIT 1 


